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According to preliminary statistics from the Tourism Secretariat (Secretaria de Turismo, Sectur), the
trade surplus for Mexico's tourism sector is projected at about US$2.3 billion for 1994, an increase
of 17.8% from the US$1.9 billion recorded last year. The tourism trade balance is measured by
calculating the difference between earnings from foreign visitors and expenditures by Mexicans who
travel overseas. For this year, the Sectur report estimated foreign visitors will create revenues of US
$4.5 billion for the tourism sector. This total will be balanced, however, by projected expenditures of
about US$2.1 billion by Mexicans traveling outside the country.
The report projected that a total of about 82.3 million tourists would visit Mexico during 1994, a
slight decline from the 83.1 million visitors to the country during 1993. On the other hand, Sectur
said a total of 116.2 million Mexicans were expected to travel overseas during 1994, an increase of
almost 1% from 1993. Given that the tourism trade balance improved despite the decrease in foreign
visitors and increase in Mexicans leaving the country, the statistics appear to indicate that visitors
to Mexico are either staying longer in the country, or simply spending more money during the time
they are in Mexico.
A high percentage of the foreign visitors traveling to Mexico tend to visit Cancun, Quintana Roo
state, creating strong revenues for that resort area. In late November, the National Tourism Fund
(Fondo Nacional de Fomento al Turismo, Fonatur) reported earnings from tourism at Cancun at
4.3 billion nuevo pesos (US$1.25 billion) during January-October, an increase of 4% from the same
period during 1993. According to the report, roughly 74% of the 643,299 visitors to Cancun during
January-October were foreigners. Of the total number of foreigners, the US accounted for 76%,
followed by 10% from Europe, 8% from Central and South America, and 6% from Canada.
On a related matter, at her swearing-in ceremony on Dec. 6, President Ernesto Zedillo's newly
appointed Tourism Secretary, Silvia Hernandez, promised to adopt policies that would seek to boost
profits for the tourism sector. Hernandez did not specify what steps Sectur would take in this regard,
but indicated that a major aspect of those policies will be to increase the quality of services offered
to tourists. She pointed out that while Mexico ranks eighth in the world among the most visited
locations, the earnings from tourism are still far behind government targets. "There is a gap that
needs to be closed," she said. She said previous Sectur officials succeeded in attracting increasing
numbers of visitors to Mexico, but policies will now be changed toward "increasing revenues and
profits."
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